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He would not make more fair reply,
But raged and sneered in mockery.
Swiftly the messenger then sped
To the king and told him what was said.                             i}47o
The king heard the foul word, and then,
"Arm yourselves!" quoth he to his men.
The which they all did straightaway,
Not pausing to make long delay.
To their ships7 small boats now they must,
All fully armed, themselves entrust.
With goodly knights the boats were filled,
And with crossbowmen bold and skilled 5
Our foemen likewise crossbows bore,
And their men were drawn up on the shore.                        1,480
They had five galleys, too, and they
Were armed and ready for the fray.
But seeing our arms, insecure
They felt, and feared discomfiture.
THE  ENGLISH   FORCE  A   LANDING
In Limassol, the town wherein
The fighting had its origin,
There was no window left or gate
Or weapon fit to vulnerate
Or tun or cask, or shield or targe,
Nor galley old or ancient barge,                                              1,490
Board, beam, step, plank of any sort
That they could readily transport,
But that they fetched it to the shore
To do the pilgrims damage sore.
Armed on the strand, more proud by far
Than any living men they are,
With streaming banners and array
Of precious stuffs and colors gay,
Mounted on horse of strength and speed
Or with strong handsome mule as steed.                                1,500
Like dogs they hooted us and jeered,